should not go near the house until all the lights had
gone out: after that, a light in the left-hand window of
the first-floor would be the signal. But the appointed
time had come and gone, and with despair in his heart
he watched a light still shining in one of the attic
windows. It was doubtless a maid reading in bed, and
he wondered how ever long she would go on reading,
He began walking slowly up and down, his eyes
fixed on the house, and trying in the midst of his own
growing distress to imagine what Catherine must be
thinking as, face glued to the window behind the
shutters, she strove to recognize the wavering figure
that approached the house, swerved aside, and seemed
to wander away again into the mist. One after another
the various lights that had still been shining here and
there in the houses round the square when he first
arrived were extinguished. The clock struck half-past
ten, and then the three-quarters. Suddenly, at last,
as though engulfed in the blackness that instantly
succeeded it, the light in the attic window vanished;
and at once a light appeared in the dark window on
the first-floor. His previous emotion immediately
gave place to a new and even more intense one as he
swung back to the gate and waited.
Faint sounds were heard: the house door opening,
light footsteps crossing the strip of garden, the breath
of a voice saying:
"Is that youf5
And almost before he had answered a key was slipped
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